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Welcome to the latest edition of the Park Square 
Barristers newsletter 

Despite the continued challenges of the pandemic, we can face 2021 with cautious 

optimism. 

It will certainly be a very busy time for the Bar as there is a significant backlog of 

cases in the courts. 

Queens Counsel appointments for Mark McKone and Craig 

Hassall 

We are delighted that PSQB have two new silks. Mark McKone and Craig 

Hassall will practice as Queens Counsel from Monday 15th March. 

Mark McKone was called to the Bar in 1988. He is a Recorder, and his 30-year 

heavyweight criminal practice is recognised by Legal 500 and Chambers & 

Partners state "he is a top-notch jury advocate, one of the best". 

Craig Hassall was called in 1999. He is Head of the PSQB Regulatory Team and a 

senior Criminal practitioner. Craig is also recognised by Legal 500 and Chambers & 

Partners as a "strong advocate, who acts with intelligence and calm authority". 

Craig sits as a Recorder and in the First Tier Tribunal. 
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PSQB Middlesbrough office up and running 

Old Court Chambers merged with PSQB back in November. The merger has 

gone very well, and we look forward to launching the project further when 

lockdown restrictions are lifted. 

16 barristers and 4 staff are based at our Middlesbrough office - click here for 

further details. 

We are delighted to announce Jonathan Gittins completed his pupillage in 

December and commenced his PSQB tenancy in December. 
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PSQB wins "Chambers of the Year" 2020 

Park Square Barristers won Chambers of the Year at the Yorkshire Legal 

Awards in December. 

The awards ceremony were held virtually and were hosted by comedian Ellie 

Taylor. To view the video footage click here. 

PSQB were shortlisted for 5 other awards : Family Team of the Year, Criminal 

Team of the Year, Regulatory Team of the Year and Kate Batty was shortlisted 

for Criminal Lawyer of the Year and Yorkshire Lawyer of the Year. 

We also sponsored the Rising Star of the Year award. This was presented 

by Cat Silverton and was won by Shanika Varga of Stowe Family Law. 
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Family Team 
Karen Lennon joins PSQB Family Team 
Karen Lennon joined Park Square Barristers in January. Karen was called in 

2003 and originally practiced at the Northern Irish Bar before joining Dere 

Street Chambers where she was a tenant for 10 years. Karen has developed 

an extensive practice in private and public Family Law. She also sits as a 

Deputy District Judge in civil, finance and private family matters. 

Notable cases 

Phillipa Hildyard, led by Nicholas Stonor QC, successfully defends father in 8 

week Finding of Fact Hearing over Zoom. The case involved complex medical 

evidence from numerous Court appointed experts to determine whether the 

child’s extensive injuries were as a result of an underlying medical condition 

or serial physical abuse. No findings were made against the parents or 

interveners. The Court instead found that the child suffered from genetic 

abnormalities which made the child susceptible to both bruising and fracturing 

with lesser force. Click here to view the Judgement. 

James Hasson appears in the High Court in respect of a second appeal in 

proceedings for a financial remedy case – ED Souza v. WD Souza [2021] 

EWHC 199 (Fam). Following a successful appeal against a final order made 

before a Deputy District Judge, Mr Hasson secured a rehearing and at this 

hearing the Court made findings against the Wife that she had an undisclosed 

income in Poland, ordered that the Family Home be sold and made provision 

for the payment of spousal maintenance, for an extendable term. That 

decision was appealed by the Wife and heard by Mr Justice Cohen sitting at 

the Royal Courts of Justice on 1 February 2021. To view the full case result 

and judgement please click here. 
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Seminars 

Our Family Team seminars continue to grow in popularity with over 130 

delegates attending our zoom event in November. The "super seminar" 

covered several topics, and this was followed by a Public Law update earlier 

this month which 94 people linked into. Further details of the Family Team 

program are available on our website. All the events are CPD accredited and 

are free to attend. 

Returning Counsel 

We are delighted to welcome back to practice three experienced members of 

the Family Team Natalia Perrett, Caroline Shields and Emily Reed. 
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Criminal Team 
With the gradual resumption of jury trials in the Crown Courts it is getting a 

lot busier for our Criminal Team. 

Notable cases 
Richard Wright QC lead Richard Woolfall in securing the conviction of Pawel 

Relowicz for the rape and murder of Hull student Libby Squire. The 4-week 

trial attracted national media attention. PSQB door tenant Oliver Saxby QC 

was defence counsel for Relowicz. Click here to view media coverage. 

Abdul Iqbal QC was counsel for one of the defendants in the 11-week trial at 

the Old Bailey involving the death of 39 Vietnamese migrants in an Essex 

truck container and most recently he secured a murder acquittal in an alleged 

gangland shooting in Manchester. 

Chris Dunn successfully prosecuted a Police officer for causing serious injury 

by dangerous driving whilst on duty. 

Ben Thomas prosecuted a woman who framed her ex-boyfriend as a 

paedophile. 

Gill Batts prosecuted ex Bradford City footballer Tyrell Robinson for sexual 

offences against children. 

Articles and Media 

Mark McKone has written an article on Care home residents rights in Criminal 

Law. To view click here. 

Kama Melly QC appeared on BBC Look North to discuss the backlog of cases 

in the Criminal Court. 
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Glenn Parsons wrote an article for Counsel magazine on diversity and 

inclusion at the Bar. To view click here. 

Seminars 

We received excellent feedback about our Criminal Team autumn seminars. 

Thank you to all who attended. 

Speakers included To m Jackson, James Holding, Eleanor Mitten, Nathan 

Davis, Sophie Phillips and Matthew Stewart. 

Civil Team 
We continue to offer virtual training sessions and details of our next seminars 

will be announced shortly - watch this space! 

Employment Law Update 

We have been forced into a third National Lockdown since before Christmas 

and there now appears to be light at the end of the Tunnel, and we will 

hopefully be seeing some easing of restrictions in the coming weeks. Boris 

Johnson announced the road map for a return to normal socialisation on 22nd 

February 2021 which hopes to see all restrictions removed by the end of June 

2021. The Prime Minister said announcements on potential extensions of 

emergency Covid programmes – including the furlough scheme, VAT cut for 

leisure and hospitality businesses and the business rates holiday – would be 

made by Rishi Sunak in his Budget the following week. 

For guidance on the furlough scheme, and any updates following the 

announcement visit Park Square’s Employment Law Bar - Chelsea Brooke- 

Ward’s Employment Law Blog click here 
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Notable Cases 

John Boumphrey instructed by Taylor & Emmet represented a Claimant when 

it succeeded in its claim and defeated a counterclaim following a software 

development contract which turned sour. 

The Defendant had indicated that they expected to complete the provision of 

an app within 8 weeks. However, after almost 2 years of waiting and the 

payment of substantial sums in staged payments, the Claimant had not 

received the software it believed it had contracted for. 

The Judge determined that the parties had failed to set out with sufficient 

detail what they were contracting for, but that the Defendant’s failure to 

provide either a working app or any of the source code at the time of each 

milestone payment allowed him to determine that there had been a total 

failure of consideration. 

Simon Anderson was elected to the Bar Council at the end of October and this 

month he was involved in successfully resolving an occupational stress claim 

brought by an overworked lawyer. 

The claimant was a senior legal executive in the Leeds office of a national firm 

of solicitors. Following an extensive redundancy programme, she became a 

multi-track file handler with limited training and experience managing over 

100 files. She repeatedly informed her line manager that she was not coping. 

The firm was not prepared to remedy the problem by the obvious solution of 

recruiting additional staff and refused to refer her to occupational health. 

Having been repeatedly provided with new and reallocated files without first 

being consulted about her capacity she suffered a breakdown and was 

required to resign for the sake of her health. The psychiatric evidence 

established that she was unlikely to return to work as a lawyer. Substantial 

damages were agreed shortly before trial. 

Jonathan Holsgrove has recently been instructed in an appeal against an 

emergency prohibition order under the Housing Act 2004. The case involves 

the responsibilities of property owners where occupants have entered the 

property under an unlawful sub-tenancy. 

Stuart Young was involved in a case where a genuine claim of a driver was 

struck out as a result of him supporting a bogus claim of his fellow passenger 

where fundamental dishonesty was found. To view the article click here. 

Articles 

Kelly Cronin commented on the credit hire appeal case of Diriye v Bojaj 

(2020) EWCA Civ 1400 - The Cautionary tale of the postman, the application 

for relief and not enough money?. To view click here. 
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Amrit Atwal provided an article on the credit hire case of Poku v Abedin and 

the abuse of process decision. To view click here. 

Chelsea Brooke-Ward had an article published in The Barrister magazine on 

retaining women at the Bar. To view click here. 

Regulatory Team 
Appointments 

We are absolutely delighted that our Head of Team Craig Hassall will be 

officially appointed as Her Majesty’s Counsel on the 15th of March 2021. 

Renowned for his ability to conduct highly complex cases Craig brings a 

unique perspective to cases that transcend more than one area of Regulatory 

Crime. A tremendous personal achievement and a very exciting development 

for the team. 

Abdul Iqbal Q.C. has been appointed by the Football Association to sit as 

Chairperson on its National Serious Case panel with other Panel members as 

a Disciplinary Commission to hear and rule upon allegations brought by 

County Football Associations nationally in relation to alleged breaches of FA 

Disciplinary Regulations. The panel deals with disciplinary issues arising from 

improper conduct with and discrimination issues nationally. 
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Julian Jones has been re-appointed to the Serious Fraud Office panel as A list 

counsel. The SFO is a specialist prosecuting authority tackling the top level of 

serious or complex fraud, bribery and corruption. 

Attorney General’s Junior Counsel to the Crown – Regional Panel 

Appointments 

Chambers now boasts the following panel counsel: 

A list Mark Henley 

Janine Wolstenholme 

B list Kirsten Mercer 

Simon Clegg 

Kate Wilson 

C list Simon Connolly 

Notable Cases 
Craig Hassall secures large fines in two high profile Health & Safety 

prosecutions involving multi-million pound turnover companies. 

The first was a £333,344 fine + costs for Lightwater Valley Attractions Ltd on 

behalf of the HSE. The case arose out of an incident in which a 7 year old boy 

was ejected from a rollercoaster ride in May 2019 and sustained head 

injuries. For press coverage click here. 

The second was a fine of £640,000 + costs for Nestle UK Ltd. The case arose 

from an injury of a technical operator who had been observing the operation 

of the After Eight production machine. For press coverage click here. 

Tom Gent has recently been instructed to represent a large national care 

home provider in relation to coronial proceedings following the death of an 

employee with Covid 19 and is currently instructed to represent farmers in a 

number of cases involving the deaths of walkers who were attacked by cattle 

during lockdown. 

Janine Wolstenholme instructed to represent the interests of the school at the 

inquest touching the deaths of two teenagers who committed suicide within 

weeks of each other in a potential suicide contagion case. Click here for press 

coverage. 

Robert Stevenson secures fine reduction due to the impact of Covid-19. As a 

result of lockdown a North Yorkshire restaurant was forced to cease trading 

for several months, which caused a projected downturn in turnover of 

approximately £1m for the year. The company then instructed Mr Stevenson 

who secured reduction in the fine from £75,000 to £40,000 click here to read 

full article. 
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Kate Wilson appears at inquest concerning the management of paralytic ileus 

resulting in hospital death. Kate represented the family of a patient who died 

after undergoing surgery for a hip fracture following a fall. Paralytic ileus is a 

type of intestinal blockage or pseudo-obstruction caused by a malfunction of 

the nerves and muscles in the intestine and is a common side effect of 

trauma or surgery. Click here to read full article. 

Seminars 

During the Covid19 pandemic the team have continued to host many 

successful seminars with audiences from across the country. If there is any 

particular topic or area of Regulatory and Public law that you would like us to 

present a seminar on then please do not hesitate to contact our Senior 

Regulatory & Public Law clerk Madeleine Gray with your suggestions. 

New Tenants 

On completion of their pupillage Sophie Phillips and Matthew Stewart will 

become PSQB tenants on 9 March. 

Sophie’s pupil supervisor has been Matthew Smith. Matthew Stewart's 

supervisor has been Gill Batts. 

Sophie and Matthew have had a busy 6 months in their second six dealing 

with remote hearings on credit hire matters and prosecuting and defending 

criminal cases in the Magistrates. Both have had excellent feedback and their 

applications for tenancy were unanimously approved by PSQB members. 
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Pupils 
Our current pupils, Leila Taleb and Eleanor Durdy start on their feet on 22 

March and both will be available to receive instructions - and we are delighted 

to welcome Harry Dyson who will commence his first six on 15 March. 

Thank you to everyone that entered our 2021 pupillage competition. The 

window for entries has now closed. Those short listed for interview will be 

contacted in due course. 
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General Chambers news 

PSQB selected as one of the Digital Enterprise Top 100 

businesses in Leeds 
PSQB were recognised as a leading business in the Legal profession for the 

way it had used IT and the various remote platforms to deal with virtual Court 

hearings, meetings, seminars, conferences and online dispute resolution 

during the pandemic. 

The Digital Enterprise To p 100 recognises small and medium–sized businesses 

across 9 Leeds City Region local authority areas (including Leeds, York, 

Harrogate, Bradford and Wakefield) that have used digital technology in the 

most innovative and transformational way. 

To see the full announcement click here. 

Local Charities Support 
We continue to be proud ambassadors for child Friendly Leeds. We collected 

over 170 toys in our Christmas for kids in care and we also made charitable 

donations to Leeds Rhino's Kevin Sinfield's 7 marathons in 7 days in aid of 

motor neurone disease and Zoes place Baby hospice in Middlesbrough. 

For more news from Park Square Barristers, 
visit our website parksquarebarristers.co.uk 

Follow us on twitter @psqbar 

https://marketing.lexportal.co.uk/marketingServer/incoming.aspx?l=0x029C04ED16EB39C07D86593B6BE7C569013D9F6042C67EF0219D8320EC41D56E6FCCC97C53AFA537C9AB715640B59CFCAAA7DE46D3C000866AD4442A5D65745859C9C95EB6E3AE7563DB61710615CA35DFB33B63800EF2D5CF4B7C56964AA985&ln=92&d=0xEC3640B4180F8F16%5e0x|0x40F3E49C83A12815%5e0x4CFC984C57D186DD|0xF1B146662D144B75%5e0x277B1B0FDC2EC580|0x7C0176C586DD3A52%5e0x877683CF72AF04E1|0xA14B30AADF25AF0D%5e0x17922B9099DE2B55F699159D61C256AC83A74017B6820A4D869F39F4431ADC6FBC3E39B0A9D13596|0x4AA4940AA96EF179%5e%7b!:!%7dtitle_enc%7b!:!%7d|0x1F76935CAA54AE0A%5e0x92619BBABC79103924A948E52CB213ED|0x4E70367B326D3F87%5e%7b!:!%7dmiddlename_enc%7b!:!%7d|0x7789D30FD723DAF4%5e%7b!:!%7dfirstname_enc%7b!:!%7d|0xEA5DE7CEE9203CB2%5e%7b!:!%7dlastname_enc%7b!:!%7d|0x49EB4C9596DBE1A5%5e0xBDC0B87423493533|0xD52134AC788FF0FE%5e0xC4F4361563BC2B9D|&c=117&s=4207
https://marketing.lexportal.co.uk/marketingServer/incoming.aspx?l=0x029C04ED16EB39C07D86593B6BE7C569013D9F6042C67EF0219D8320EC41D56E6FCCC97C53AFA537C9AB715640B59CFCAAA7DE46D3C000866AD4442A5D65745859C9C95EB6E3AE7563DB61710615CA35DFB33B63800EF2D5CF4B7C56964AA985&ln=92&d=0xEC3640B4180F8F16%5e0x|0x40F3E49C83A12815%5e0x4CFC984C57D186DD|0xF1B146662D144B75%5e0x277B1B0FDC2EC580|0x7C0176C586DD3A52%5e0x877683CF72AF04E1|0xA14B30AADF25AF0D%5e0x17922B9099DE2B55F699159D61C256AC83A74017B6820A4D869F39F4431ADC6FBC3E39B0A9D13596|0x4AA4940AA96EF179%5e%7b!:!%7dtitle_enc%7b!:!%7d|0x1F76935CAA54AE0A%5e0x92619BBABC79103924A948E52CB213ED|0x4E70367B326D3F87%5e%7b!:!%7dmiddlename_enc%7b!:!%7d|0x7789D30FD723DAF4%5e%7b!:!%7dfirstname_enc%7b!:!%7d|0xEA5DE7CEE9203CB2%5e%7b!:!%7dlastname_enc%7b!:!%7d|0x49EB4C9596DBE1A5%5e0xBDC0B87423493533|0xD52134AC788FF0FE%5e0xC4F4361563BC2B9D|&c=117&s=4207
https://marketing.lexportal.co.uk/marketingServer/incoming.aspx?l=0x029C04ED16EB39C07D86593B6BE7C569013D9F6042C67EF0219D8320EC41D56E6FCCC97C53AFA537C9AB715640B59CFCAAA7DE46D3C000866AD4442A5D65745859C9C95EB6E3AE7563DB61710615CA35DFB33B63800EF2D5CF4B7C56964AA985&ln=92&d=0xEC3640B4180F8F16%5e0x|0x40F3E49C83A12815%5e0x4CFC984C57D186DD|0xF1B146662D144B75%5e0x277B1B0FDC2EC580|0x7C0176C586DD3A52%5e0x877683CF72AF04E1|0xA14B30AADF25AF0D%5e0x17922B9099DE2B55F699159D61C256AC83A74017B6820A4D869F39F4431ADC6FBC3E39B0A9D13596|0x4AA4940AA96EF179%5e%7b!:!%7dtitle_enc%7b!:!%7d|0x1F76935CAA54AE0A%5e0x92619BBABC79103924A948E52CB213ED|0x4E70367B326D3F87%5e%7b!:!%7dmiddlename_enc%7b!:!%7d|0x7789D30FD723DAF4%5e%7b!:!%7dfirstname_enc%7b!:!%7d|0xEA5DE7CEE9203CB2%5e%7b!:!%7dlastname_enc%7b!:!%7d|0x49EB4C9596DBE1A5%5e0xBDC0B87423493533|0xD52134AC788FF0FE%5e0xC4F4361563BC2B9D|&c=117&s=4207
https://marketing.lexportal.co.uk/marketingServer/incoming.aspx?l=0x3DBC17CE19297A5CDA00009E4E34C6B79507DDC4D98A7D133E0657F834DB5E189F3172F513E354AA&ln=93&d=0xEC3640B4180F8F16%5e0x|0x40F3E49C83A12815%5e0x4CFC984C57D186DD|0xF1B146662D144B75%5e0x277B1B0FDC2EC580|0x7C0176C586DD3A52%5e0x877683CF72AF04E1|0xA14B30AADF25AF0D%5e0x17922B9099DE2B55F699159D61C256AC83A74017B6820A4D869F39F4431ADC6FBC3E39B0A9D13596|0x4AA4940AA96EF179%5e%7b!:!%7dtitle_enc%7b!:!%7d|0x1F76935CAA54AE0A%5e0x92619BBABC79103924A948E52CB213ED|0x4E70367B326D3F87%5e%7b!:!%7dmiddlename_enc%7b!:!%7d|0x7789D30FD723DAF4%5e%7b!:!%7dfirstname_enc%7b!:!%7d|0xEA5DE7CEE9203CB2%5e%7b!:!%7dlastname_enc%7b!:!%7d|0x49EB4C9596DBE1A5%5e0xBDC0B87423493533|0xD52134AC788FF0FE%5e0xC4F4361563BC2B9D|&c=117&s=4207
https://marketing.lexportal.co.uk/marketingServer/incoming.aspx?l=0x30F91944B60079A23CA27A9649870D83BE81B4E7D3072F49B17A608C94D2D7F0&ln=94&d=0xEC3640B4180F8F16%5e0x|0x40F3E49C83A12815%5e0x4CFC984C57D186DD|0xF1B146662D144B75%5e0x277B1B0FDC2EC580|0x7C0176C586DD3A52%5e0x877683CF72AF04E1|0xA14B30AADF25AF0D%5e0x17922B9099DE2B55F699159D61C256AC83A74017B6820A4D869F39F4431ADC6FBC3E39B0A9D13596|0x4AA4940AA96EF179%5e%7b!:!%7dtitle_enc%7b!:!%7d|0x1F76935CAA54AE0A%5e0x92619BBABC79103924A948E52CB213ED|0x4E70367B326D3F87%5e%7b!:!%7dmiddlename_enc%7b!:!%7d|0x7789D30FD723DAF4%5e%7b!:!%7dfirstname_enc%7b!:!%7d|0xEA5DE7CEE9203CB2%5e%7b!:!%7dlastname_enc%7b!:!%7d|0x49EB4C9596DBE1A5%5e0xBDC0B87423493533|0xD52134AC788FF0FE%5e0xC4F4361563BC2B9D|&c=117&s=4207

